All fixed and mobile users will be able to vote for favourite singer at EUROVISION 2009

Sergiu Sitnic, Director of the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI) announced that all fixed and mobile users from the R. Of Moldova will be able to vote for the favorite singer and country during Eurovision Song Contest 2009semi-finals and finals, due on May 14 and 16, in Moscow, Russian Federation.

He specified that the discussions the Agency previously had with most of fixed telephony network and service providers resulted in a proposal to introduce a new procedure of ensuring the users’ access, from any fixed telephony network, to the Premium Rate numbers, assigned for the voting process. So, the fixed telephony service users, will be able to vote by dialing one of the 0900 999XX numbers, where XX is a number from 01 to 25, which corresponds to the number of the country’s participation in the contest.

These numbers are Premium Rate special-tariff numbers of 0900 XXXXX format and were assigned to SA „MOLDTELECOM”, which will ensure the access of fixed alternative providers to the content service providers – company „InterMobCom”, authorized to organize the Eurovision 2009 voting process in the R. of Moldova. The alternative providers will sign agreements with the given company and then, SA „MOLDTELECOM” will provide access to the mentioned numbers. This means that the subscribers of alternative operators will also be able to participate in the voting, said S. Sitnic. He added that in the previous years, for organizational reasons, this possibility was not accessible for all subscribers.

In another context, the Agency Director stated the mobile users will also benefit from these rights. „ORANGE”, „MOLDCELL” and ”EVENTIS” users will be able to choose one of the two voting methods: a) by dialing the singer’s short number - 999XX (where XX is a number from 01 to 25) or b) by sending an SMS containing the number of the country’s participation in the contests, to the short number 5511. „UNITE” users will be able to send SMS to the same number 5511 or call one of 0900 999XX numbers.

According to the contest conditions, every dialed call or every SMS sent means one vote. The call or SMS will be charged 8 lei, as established by „InterMobCom”. 19 countries will participate in the semi-finals on May 14, the R. of Moldova among them and 25 countries will participate in the finals on May 16. The participating countries and the list of numbers assigned to every singer are available on www.eurovision.tv
The Premium Rate telephone numbers ensure the users’ access to content services provided at higher tariffs than the ones applied for national calls. These numbering resources are assigned by the Agency, based on applications, to electronic communications service providers. They use these resources for their own needs or re-assign them to third parties providing content services.

At the beginning of this year, the fixed telephony service providers had over one million 114 thousand subscribers, and mobile telephony service providers - 423,4 thousand users. 
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